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derful feeling being pregnant by
you and I know you would have
been a wonderful father.’

Somehow the marriage survived.
After all, there were the children to
think of and as the years passed the
financial situation eased. 

Symmons, now an electrical engi-
neer, saw his earnings grew to
£75,000 a year and Christine enjoyed
a high quality of life. But there were
problems.

In particular, Symmons was
hyper-sensitive about his masculin-
ity. In court, he claimed that his
father had been impotent and he
had witnessed his mother ridicule
him for not being ‘a real man’. 

Symmons was unusually close to
his mother – referring to her as his
‘guiding star’ – and regularly shared
a bed with her as a child. 

Although he would tell the court
that nothing sexual happened
between them, so intense was their
relationship that when she died in
1988 he too suffered a bout of impo-
tence which returned in 2000. 

According to Symmons, this
caused his relationship with his
wife to suffer and triggered deep-
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seated feelings of inadequacy. While
they managed to stay together,
their relationship was volatile, and
at one stage Symmons bugged the
house, so paranoid was he that
Christine was being rude about him
to her friends. When police
searched the house after her death
they discovered a tape recording he
had made of a phone conversation
with his wife: 

Symmons: ‘You f*****g cow, go
and kill yourself, I hate your guts.’

Christine: ‘I still love you darling.’
Symmons: ‘You have been lying

behind my back.’
Christine: ‘Please, please, I love

you darling.’
Symmons: ‘The best thing you

can do is kill yourself, you f*****g
c**t!’.You are so full of disrespect, I
don’t deserve all this s**t from you
… you have got a death wish Chris.
You have got a f*****g death wish.’

By mid-2005, the relationship was
at its lowest ebb and for Christine
the tipping point would come when
her phone rang with a call from her
husband. 

He was out with his 52-year-old
mistress Myra Croney, a divorced

teacher and mother of two, and had
accidentally pressed the ‘call’ but-
ton on his mobile.

‘I love you’, Mrs Croney was over-
heard to say, while Symmons
leered: ‘You don’t need to wear
knickers in the summer’.

It was the first Christine knew of
an affair that had been going on
since 2004. Her husband and his
lover had met on line and they had
been texting, emailing and seeing
each other since then.

CHRISTINE searched her
husband’s wallet and
found condoms and Via-
gra. She confronted him
at a family wedding a few

weeks later. He admitted the affair
and even e-mailed his children and
their spouses to claim that it was
the first time he had cheated on her.

Claire, having spoken to her
mother about the Swedish woman,
knew otherwise. ‘I said to him
swear on my life that Myra is the
only other woman you’ve slept with

in your married life,’ she would tell
the court. ‘And he said, “I swear on
your life”. I called him a liar.’ 

Christine consulted solicitors. A
six-month trial separation was
agreed and Symmons moved into a
granny annexe attached to their
home. He also promised to stop
seeing his mistress but when Chris-
tine checked his mobile phone on
August 20 she found a number for
Mrs Croney. She called it and asked
her why she was sleeping with her
husband.

Mrs Croney claimed that Sym-
mons had told her he was sepa-
rated after an unhappy marriage.
The conversation settled Chris-
tine’s mind. This time she was
going to leave her husband. She
checked their financial affairs and
told her daughter: ‘I want to start
making a new life for myself’.

But at the same time she was ter-
rified how her husband would react.
On September 4, the day before her
murder, she called her daughter
again. 

‘She told me she feared for her life
and she said that others feared for
her life, too,’ said Claire. ‘She was

saying that he was unstable and
there had been previous bouts of
violence that had happened. I
couldn’t really comprehend what
she was telling me.’

On the evening of September 5,
claims Symmons, it was his wife
who attacked him first, getting him
in such a tight stranglehold that he
was forced to seize her around the
neck, inadvertently killing her. If
that is the case, why did a doctor
find no bruising to his neck when he
was arrested?

Early the next morning he headed
to France. Later that day, his
daughter Claire called. ‘I’ve done
something terrible,’ he would tell
her. ‘You’ll never forgive me.’

Claire told the court: ‘I asked him,
“Where’s mum?” He said, “She’s
with me.  There was a struggle and
she’s dead. I don’t know whether to
call the police or take my life.” 

‘At that point I screamed. I was
feeding my baby. The baby
screamed and all I could shout was,
“Please tell me you’re joking. Tell
me you’re joking.”

‘Before I hung up, he said, “I’m
not joking”.’
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