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AN adulterous millionaire was convicted
yesterday of murdering his wife then
bundling her body in the boot of the fam-
ily BMW and driving to France.

Derek Symmons, 63, was condemned by
the judge as a ‘calculated, cold-hearted
and callous’ man who tried to trick 
the jury by painting himself as a loving
husband.

He was jailed for life, ordered to serve
at least 16 years and will have to pay
prosecution costs estimated at £100,000.

The jury at St Albans Crown Court took
less than three hours to dismiss Sym-
mons’s claim that he strangled his wife in
self-defence after she attacked him. The
couple’s two grown-up children Claire
and Mark paid heartfelt tribute to their
‘wonderful mother’ and expressed dis-
appointment at the ‘lenient’ sentence
handed down to their father.

They have refused to have any contact
with him since his arrest. Both gave evi-
dence for the prosecution and could not
face coming to court for the verdict.

L
ATE summer last year and
Christine Symmons climbs into
the attic of her £1million home.
The 59-year-old grandmother is
carrying £1,500 in cash as well
as her passport and yellowing

birth certificate. She places them
beneath a loose floorboard.

This secret hoard is to help her flee from
her violent, philandering husband Derek. 

But before she can use it, he strangles her,
wraps her body in polythene and drives to
France with her in the boot of his BMW. Accord-
ing to detectives, he could not face the prospect
of divorce, and having to hand over a large pro-
portion of his hard-earned cash.

For the couple’s son and daughter, Mark and
Claire, the grief of losing their mother has been
compounded by learning that their father is not
only a murderer but also a serial adulterer who
cheated with women throughout his marriage. 

There were lovers in Italy and Sweden (one of
whom became pregnant) and at the time of the
murder he was having an affair with a divorcee
whom he had met on an Internet dating site.
This Viagra-popping, hair-dyeing 63-year-old
even had the number of a massage parlour saved
on his mobile phone under the name ‘Fun’.

The story that ended in murder began in the
mid-1960s when Symmons, son of a mechanical
engineer from Pinner, Middlesex, met Christine,
a hairdresser from Leavesden, Watford.

She and Derek, a draughtsman, married at St
Michael’s Roman Catholic Church in Garston,
Watford, in June 1968. She was 22 and he was 24.
In April 1972, four years after their wedding, they
had Mark and Claire followed in October 1974.

At first, they lived in a modest bungalow but
as Derek worked his way up the career ladder,
they decided to move somewhere bigger.
Twenty-five years ago they bought their immac-
ulate detached home on a private estate in
Rickmansworth, Hertfordshire, nearly breaking
the bank with their £750-a-month mortgage – a
fortune back then.

THE strain on the marriage caused
by f inances  was  compounded
by  Symmons’s wandering eye. A
former colleague recalls an incident
in Watford in the mid-1980s. ‘Derek

was kissing a girl from the office in a car out-
side,’ he said. ‘Christine drove by and saw them
together. Apparently when he got home, she
gave him a slap round the face. Derek has
always been a womaniser and Christine knew
about his affairs. 

‘When Derek was offered a job up in Scotland,
he complained that there wouldn’t be any
attractive women up there and Christine said
to him, “Well, you can stay working up there
then”.’ Later on, Symmons would head further
afield, and there would be affairs in Italy and in
Sweden.

The friend recalled: ‘Christine asked me once
if I was going out to work in Sweden where
Derek was based at the time. She asked that if
I went, could I have a word with Derek? She
thought he was having an affair with a Swedish
woman and she wanted me to tell him to stop.’

Her suspicions were proved correct soon
afterwards when a Christmas card arrived at
the family home. Sent from Sweden and
addressed to Symmons, it read: ‘It was a won-
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OF COURSE I DO,
I’M SHERLOCK HOLMES.YESTHEN CHECK OUT 

THESE AMAZING DEALS.NO

Canon | EOS 350D Silver | Digital SLR kit with 18-55mm 
Ultrasonic Motor lens for faster focusing + gadget bag

£399.99

• 8 megapixel APS-C CMOS sensor
• 1.8" LCD screen 
• 3fps continuos shooting
• Compatible with EF & EF-S lenses 

& EX Speedlite f lashes
• DIGIC ll 

performance

WAS £479.99

HP | Photosmart M627
• 7 megapixels
• 2.5" LCD screen 
• 3x optical zoom
• SD card compatible

Fujifilm | Finepix A700

Optional Repair Protection Plan £30
£129.99

WAS £199.99

SAVE £70

• 7 megapixels
• 2.4" LCD screen 
• 3x optical zoom

Kit includes Ni-MH 
battery charger, 2x 
rechargeable batteries
and a soft case

DID YOU KNOW ABOUT JESSOPS
PRICE BREAKTHROUGHS?

PLUS EXCLUSIVE KIT

PAY NOTHING FOR 12 MONTHS WHEN YOU SPEND OVER £99*

APR TYPICAL
29.8%*Pay Nothing for 12 months on everything over £99. Typical example. Cash price £499.99. No deposit required. Either pay £499.99 within 12 months of purchase date. Total amount payable £499.99, no interest to pay. Or

pay nothing for 12 months then 36 monthly payments of £25.71. Total amount payable £925.56. Interest accrued from date of agreement. Payable by direct debit only. All credit is subject to status. Applicants must be 18
or over. Cancellation period applies to mail order sales. Offer ends 24/12/06. Jessops, Scudamore Road, Leicester, LE3 1TZ. Errors & omissions excepted. Goods subject to availability. Offers, prices, specifications and services
are subject to change without prior notice and relate to mainland UK stores only. All prices include VAT. ‡ Free photo offer ends 21/12/06. Photos are 6”x 4”. 12
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SAVE £80

JOIN TODAY AT WWW.JESSOPS.COM 
AND GET 20 PHOTOS FOR FREE‡

Optional Repair Protection Plan £45

£99.99

WAS £199.99

HALF PRICE

7 MEGAPIXELS
FOR UNDER £100

Optional Repair Protection Plan £20

JESSOPS EXCLUSIVE

HP | Photosmart A433 | Camera and printer bundle

£99.99

• 5 megapixels
• 1.7" LCD screen 
• 3x optical zoom

Optional Repair Protection Plan £30

WAS £249.99 , £124.99

SAVE £150A TOTAL OF

PRICE BREAKTHROUGH! PRICE BREAKTHROUGH!
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