
Daily Mail, Thursday, August 7, 2008 * * *      Page 7

joined the task force after the gang
raided Ramsbury Manor in February
2006 and stole property worth more
than £23million in their biggest and
most brazen operation.

They smashed their way into Harry
Hyams’s property in a 4x4 vehicle
and stripped it of one of the country’s
largest private collections of
antiques, jewellery and china within
ten minutes. 

Mr Hyams, who built Centre Point
in London, had filled his house with a
world-famous collection of fine art,
including works by Titian, Rubens
and Rembrandt.

The property tycoon, who is 155th
on the Sunday Times Rich List with
an estimated fortune of £320million,
was not at home when the raid took
place. 

The following month, police
received an anonymous tip-off which
led them to an ‘Aladdin’s Cave’ – a
bunker in the Warwickshire country-
side where the Johnsons had stored
some of their booty. 

In all, detectives investigated 116
offences of country house burglaries,
cash dispenser and metal thefts

which happened between January
2005 and August 2006.

Though they had long suspected
the Johnsons were responsible, they
had been unable to pin the crimes on
them. In the words of Detective
Superintendent Mark Warwick from
Thames Valley police, the men had
been ‘forensically aware’ and despite
the damage they caused to the prop-
erties they raided, they had barely
left a trace of evidence.

Their cunning and ruthless deter-
mination was boundless.

In one of the raids on Stanton Har-
court Manor, in Witney, Oxfordshire,
Ricky’s other son Albi leapt from a
first-floor window to escape when
challenged, breaking both legs in the
process but still managing to escape
capture.

Police believe much of the stolen
material has been sold at auction or
smuggled abroad. They also suspect
there are many other secret bunkers,
full of priceless heirlooms.

And then there is the question of
where all the money has gone.
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mansion raiders
THE STATELY HOMES THAT WERE THEIR TARGETS

THE Johnsons’ secret bunker where they stored
their loot was beside a ruined shack on the out-
skirts of Stratford-upon-Avon in Warwickshire.

It was 10ft deep, with cement walls, and
accessed via a hole 3ft square.

When detectives acting on a tip-off arrived at
the field at Black Hill – owned by an associate of
the Johnsons – they discovered a trap door, cov-
ered over with grass, hiding the entrance.

Inside were a number of black bins stuffed
with straw. Numerous pieces of porcelain
stolen from the Hyams estate – worth about
£12million and a third of the total haul – had
been tossed in them. Some of the priceless
antiques had been damaged.

The rest of the Hyams haul, worth in total at
least £23million and possibly three times more,
has never been retrieved.

Experts say the items which were not recov-
ered have probably been sold in India, Russia
and China. 

An Aladdin’s Cave of treasure

This is a caption, this is a caption , this is a
caption

Stowed in a bin: Pottery from the Hyams raid 

WOOLLEY PARK HOUSE,
BERKSHIRE
Sir Phillip Wroughton, the
retired Lord Lieutenant of
Berkshire, had his property
raided on April 9, 2005

when no one was in.
French doors in the draw-
ing room were forced.
Ornaments and other valu-
ables were strewn around
the floor. Clocks, silver-
ware and candelabra

worth £50,000 were stolen.
The house was raided
again on April 25, 2006. The
housekeeper discovered
the burglary at 4.20pm.
Thieves had broken in
through the dining room
window and taken 
silverware, trophies and
clocks worth £50,000.
Several clocks were later
found, one at a gipsy cara-
van site and others at an
auction in Wiltshire.

RAMSBURY HILL HOUSE,
WILTSHIRE
A large country house sur-
rounded by a high brick-
and-flint wall, it was bur-
gled on October 21, 2005.
At 9pm the residents
noticed a valuable clock
was missing from a pas-
sageway. The thieves had
broken into a first-floor
guest bedroom and left
through the downstairs
French windows.
Also missing were two 20th
century silver-plated Art
Deco vases and numerous
porcelain ornaments
worth £26,000.

OMBERSLEY COURT,
WORCESTERSHIRE
The home of Lord Richard
Sandys was broken into on

October 12, 2005, at 9pm.
The family heard voices
downstairs and found a
ground-floor window had
been smashed.
A carriage clock worth
£1,000 had been stolen
from the library.

SPETCHLEY PARK,
WORCESTER
There was an attempted
break-in on this Palladian
mansion in 35 acres of
grounds and lakes on
November 8, 2005.
A resident discovered the
library window had been
smashed, but nothing was
stolen.

THE MANOR,
STANTON HARCOURT,
OXFORDSHIRE
This was raided on Novem-
ber 16, 2005, at 7pm.
The owner confronted
intruder Albi Johnson, who
was wearing a balaclava
and carrying a crowbar
while running up the stairs.
Johnson escaped through
a bedroom window and
jumped 25ft to the ground,
breaking both his legs.
Antiques, jewellery and
porcelain worth £50,000
were stolen.
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£133,000

£2

A pair of Ormolu two-light ‘lyon-
faced’ candelabra. Made in 1772
by English engineer Matthew
Boulton, who later built steam
engines with James Watt. A
similar pair of candelabra
recently sold for £133,000.
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