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+ The Hurt Locker currently holds the record as          the lowest grossing film to win Best Movie at the Oscars 

Elana did – and it cost her 
£10,000. In reality, he was
a Nigerian fraudster posing as
a soldier in order to fleece her.
And she’s far from alone . . .

TEA TIME

I’d get my money back with interest. I 
thought we were going to spend our lives 
together, so why wouldn’t I get it back?’

When her elder son tried to warn her, 
she rowed furiously with him: ‘I wouldn’t 
listen. And all for a man I’d never met.’

After taking a last payment of £2,600 
from Elana, Terry promised that he would 
repay the money within days, then fly to 
the UK to be with her. But the money 
never appeared. And neither did he. 

The truth dawned on Elana when ‘Terry’ 
 suddenly ceased all contact. ‘My son was 
right,’ she says tearfully. ‘I had been duped. 
I cried every night. I was a mess.’ 

A few months later, she heard the story 
on Crimewatch of a woman who had lost 
£45,000 to a Nigerian fraudster posing as 
a U.S. soldier and realised her story was 
virtually identical. Elana then contacted 
Action Fraud, the national fraud report-
ing centre, and investigators told her the 
payments she had made went to inter-
net scammers in Nigeria and the UK.

By then, the fraudsters were long gone, 
along with any hope she would get any of 
her money back. A year on, she is  working 
longer hours and paying back £200 a 
month to get rid of the debt.

‘Looking back, I see how naive I was. 
These fraudsters are so clever. I am not 
usually a silly person who easily trusts 
people, and yet here I was being conned.’

But it’s too late for divorcee Kate 
 Roberts. The 47-year-old gave £80,000 to 
a gang of Nigerian fraudsters posing as a 
lonely U.S. soldier between October 2009 
and July 2010. ‘I was taken in,’ she says. 
‘Aside from losing the money, I feel I’ve 
lost the love of my life. I know he wasn’t 
real — but the feelings were real to me.’ 

Kate, a mother of three, had to sell her 
house to pay off crippling debts after 
 taking out credit cards, loans and 
 borrowing from family and friends in order 
to send money to the virtual ‘lover’ who 
contacted her on the Friends Reunited 
Dating website in October 2009. 

‘Scammers  carefully target and then 
tap into  people’s wants, needs and 
 vulnerabilities,’ explains psychologist 
Anjula Mutanda, who has worked with 
knowthenet.org.uk. ‘Initially, online 
 dating fraudsters spend time emotion-
ally grooming the person. They show 
interest, gain trust —  reeling the person 
in before hitting them with the sting.’

Despite the huge rise in cases of online 
dating fraud, awareness among the 
2.5 million women who internet-date is 
alarmingly low. 

Elana is keen to stress that the victims 
are not stupid: ‘I’d heard of scams, but I 
never thought I would fall for one. You 
may think that this could never happen to 
you, but I am proof that it can.’

2,000 emails reporting  various types of 
internet scam last year. 

Many victims feel too embarrassed and 
ashamed to confess they’ve been duped. 

In a survey last month, the Office for 
Fair Trading found that 39 per cent of 
people who had been tricked in the past 
year did not report it to the authorities.

‘I can’t believe how foolish I was now, but 
I was in love with this man and I thought 
I was giving him money to help him resign 
from the Army so we could be together,’ 
says a heartbroken Elana. 

‘I used all my £600 savings, took out a loan 
and had to remortgage my home to scrape 
together the money. But Terry promised 

money I had sent was being used to get 
security clearance so Terry could leave 
the Army. They looked genuine to me.’

After that, Terry came up with endless 
reasons for needing more money. He 
wasn’t getting paid by the Army; he 
needed funds for a business he had set 
up. Blinded by love, Elana sent more 
cash. In the two months they were in 
contact, she parted with nearly £10,000. 

Of course, she never did get to meet the 
man of her dreams. She was, in fact, the 
latest victim of an online dating scam 
 targeting vulnerable older women. 

Earlier this month, the National Fraud 
Authority announced £2.5 million has 

been  stolen by online dating conmen in 
the past six months alone.

‘Fraudsters who take advantage of online 
dating sites are a particularly  sinister lot,’ 
says the NFA’s chief  executive, Dr Bernard 
Herdan. ‘They use clever psychological 
tricks to gain the confidence and  affections 
of legitimate site users. They are attentive. 
When a romance fraudster has gained a 
person’s trust, that’s when they begin to 
ask for money.’

Increasing numbers of women, such as 
Elana, are falling victim to this kind of fraud 
— in particular to criminals in West Africa 
posing as U.S. soldiers. The U.S. Embassy 
in London received 500 phone calls and 

Would YOU 
fall for this 
war hero
on a dating 
website?

CLOSE SHAVE
USDA certified and Fair 
Trade approved Dr 
Bronner’s Organic Shaving 
Soap Gel uses grape juice 
and Shikaki, a seed pod 
from South Asia, to make 
sure skin is left soft and 
free from irritation 
post-shaving. Dr Bronner’s 
is available in a variety 
of scents including 
peppermint, lavender 
and unscented. 
■ Price £6.99, from 
leading pharmacies
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ETHICAL hot drink company Cafe Direct 
has teamed up with Comic Relief this 
year to donate 10p from each 
limited-edition pack of Roast & Ground 
Coffee and Hand-Picked Tea to Red 
Nose Day 2011. The 
charity supports 
impoverished 
communities in the 
UK and Africa — 
what a wonderful 
reason to make 
a cuppa.
■ From £2.29, 
at Cafe Direct

GREEN 
QUEEN
 by Julia
 Stringer

IT’S WWF’s 50th 
anniversary this year 
and to celebrate M&S 
has brought out a range 
of Fair Trade organic 
T-shirts to support the 
fund’s Heart of Borneo 
appeal. Ten per cent of 
every sale will be donated 
to the charity. 
■ Priced from £7, for children 
aged between 18 months and 14, 
from M&S, nationwide

FAIR TRADE

I’d get my money back with interest. I 
thought we were going to spend our lives 
together, so why wouldn’t I get it back?’

When her elder son tried to warn her, 
she rowed furiously with him: ‘I wouldn’t 
listen. And all for a man I’d never met.’

After taking a last payment of £2,600 
from Elana, Terry promised that he would 
repay the money within days, then fly to 
the UK to be with her. But the money 
never appeared. And neither did he. 

The truth dawned on Elana when ‘Terry’ 
 suddenly ceased all contact. ‘My son was 
right,’ she says tearfully. ‘I had been duped. 
I cried every night. I was a mess.’ 

A few months later, she heard the story 
on Crimewatch of a woman who had lost 
£45,000 to a Nigerian fraudster posing as 
a U.S. soldier and realised her story was 
virtually identical. Elana then contacted 
Action Fraud, the national fraud report-
ing centre, and investigators told her the 
payments she had made went to inter-
net scammers in Nigeria and the UK.

By then, the fraudsters were long gone, 
along with any hope she would get any of 
her money back. A year on, she is  working 
longer hours and paying back £200 a 
month to get rid of the debt.

‘Looking back, I see how naive I was. 
These fraudsters are so clever. I am not 
usually a silly person who easily trusts 
people, and yet here I was being conned.’

But it’s too late for divorcee Kate 
 Roberts. The 47-year-old gave £80,000 to 
a gang of Nigerian fraudsters posing as a 
lonely U.S. soldier between October 2009 
and July 2010. ‘I was taken in,’ she says. 
‘Aside from losing the money, I feel I’ve 
lost the love of my life. I know he wasn’t 
real — but the feelings were real to me.’ 

Kate, a mother of three, had to sell her 
house to pay off crippling debts after 
 taking out credit cards, loans and 
 borrowing from family and friends in order 
to send money to the virtual ‘lover’ who 
contacted her on the Friends Reunited 
Dating website in October 2009. 

‘Scammers  carefully target and then 
tap into  people’s wants, needs and 
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fall for this

Pc
it

ur
e:

 B
EN

 L
IS

TE
R

Blinded by love: Elana Brown 
was duped into thinking she 
was speaking to this U.S. soldier
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