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WHEN Merete Underwood chose
to cry rape, she ruined the lives of
her devoted husband Toby and
the man she falsely accused of
attacking her.

But the extent of her treachery does
not end there. This, the Daily Mail can
reveal, is far from the first time she has
accused a man of rape.

In fact, she has done it twice before, in
each case leaving devastation in her wake. 

Nor does she appear to show remorse.
As she starts her 12-month jail sentence
for perverting the course of justice,
Merete, 32, is already planning her future. 

She has found another admirer who has
pledged that they will marry and have a
child together. ‘I love her, she’s my baby,’
36-year-old Kevin Blakey announced this
week. ‘When she’s released we’re going to
move to Norway and have a child.’

No doubt Mr Underwood, already reel-
ing from his wife’s duplicity, has his own
thoughts on that. To the casual observer,
he and his pretty blonde wife must have
appeared a picture of domesticity. They
were often seen pushing a buggy around
Kingston, South-West London, where the
family shared a  two-bedroom flat. 

But even this was something of an illu-
sion. Their little boy, James, now three,
was not Toby’s biological son. Instead he
was the product of an affair by Merete
which had taken place within weeks of
their Bali honeymoon. 

That Mr Underwood agreed to raise the
boy as his own is some indication of his
devotion to his wife. But then, he was, in
his own words, ‘blinded by love’. 

The couple met in Stavanger,  southern
Norway, in 2001. Mr Underwood, an engi-
neer, was there to look into oil interests
while the then Merete Lokas had moved
there from the northern fishing village of
Fauske. 

She had, initially, worked in a series of
administrative jobs but after suffering a
‘brain tumour’ in 1997 – or so she told
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only spoken to Merete briefly. ‘She
was very drunk and she came over
and tried to sit on my lap,’ he said.
‘I could see how drunk she was
and asked her to get off. That was
the only time I spoke to her.’

But after she picked him out of
an identity parade, he had to give
blood and urine samples before
being charged with rape and held
in a cell for two weeks.

‘Those next two weeks were
awful. I barely slept. There was
nothing in the cell save for a mat-
tress. I was happy to give police all
the tests they wanted because I
knew I was innocent,’ he said.

He was released after officers
conceded there was no evidence
against him. But by then, the
stress had taken its toll. ‘After my

friends – she said she was unable to work. 
This didn’t, however, stop her from

knocking back spirits and flirting with
men. What none of them knew, it seems,
was that Merete already had a four-year-
old son in the custody of an ex-boyfriend.

She had also twice accused men of rape
– the first time in 1992, aged just 18.

On that occasion, she claimed that she
had been raped by a man who grabbed
her off a pavement in Fauske and bundled
her into his car, driving her round for an
hour before dumping her.

After her claims, a 24-year-old man came
forward to tell police he had met her after
getting out of his car to relieve himself.
They chatted and although strangers, he
said, she had willingly returned with him
to his car and had sex with him. 

His story, however, fell on deaf ears. He
was jailed for two years and his appeal
was rejected by Norway’s supreme court. 

On his release, he was ordered to pay
£7,000  in compensation. What really hap-
pened on that night will, of course, always
be a source of dispute. 

Nonetheless, given recent events, it
could be deemed the start of a pattern.

By contrast, then, Kai-Magne Hansen
was ‘lucky.’ In December 1997, the 39-
year-old foreman for a construction com-
pany, found himself accused of raping
Merete in the street after a disco in
Fauske. For Mr Hansen, the suggestion
was all the more shocking because he had

release, I had to take tablets to
help me sleep and didn’t want to
go back to work because Merete’s
stepfather and brother worked at
the same place. 

‘But Merete’s stepfather told me
that he knew I wouldn’t have done
anything like that. All my friends
and family believed I was innocent
and I got real comfort from that.’ 

To add insult to injury, just
months later, Merete tried to
claim £20,000 in compensation
from him – an application that
was rejected. This did not, aston-
ishingly, stop her smiling at him
across the dance floor when she
spotted him in a Fauske nightclub
several years later. 

Unsurprisingly, Mr Hansen, who

is single, said that the false accu-
sations had ruined his life. ‘I no
longer trust anybody and I find it
especially hard to trust women. I
have always wanted to have chil-
dren but now I wonder if I will ever
be able to find a wife because of
what she did,’ he said. 

‘It has changed me. I don’t even
try to have a relationship with a
woman now because I worry the
same thing may happen again. It
makes me very sad.’

If only Mr Underwood could
have heard those words. Instead,
within a week of meeting Merete,
he had proposed, and five months
later they were married. Several
months later, he brought his new
bride to Kingston. By then, Mrs

Underwood was pregnant. At first
Mr Underwood believed the child
was his but, in a drunken row,
Merete told him he was the result
of an affair. 

It was a devastating admission
although not, perhaps, quite as
big a shock as it might have been. 

Mr Underwood realised that his
wife had a habit of picking up
strangers and, on occasion, bring-
ing them home. ‘I believed that
some of the infidelities were just
relapses and I believed we had a
fantastic future together,’ he said. 

That, of course, proved not to be
the case. Instead, he found his
trust violated in a West London
hotel room. Merete had joined her
husband and his boss in a pub

but, at some stage, had left with a
stranger she had met at the bar. 

While a frantic Mr Underwood
reported his wife missing, Merete
had booked into a £25-a-night
hotel in Bayswater, texting him to
say she had been abducted. 

The next day, arriving home
apparently distressed, she told
police she had been subjected to a
12-hour sexual ordeal. 

Her ‘lover’ was arrested and
spent 24 hours with the prospect
of a rape charge hanging over him.
It was to be several weeks before
police were able to ascertain the
truth and bring charges instead
against Mrs Underwood.

Perhaps then, given this back-
ground, it’s not surprising to dis-
cover that last summer, even with
the charge of perverting the
course of justice hanging over her,
she began another affair.

Sitting outside a pub not far
from her home, she got talking to
Kevin Blakey, a 36-year-old
builder. Within days, the pair had
started a relationship and by Jan-
uary had moved into a flat in East-
bourne, East Sussex. 

‘She has been suicidal over
everything that happened,’ Mr
Blakey said. ‘But when she comes
out we are going to get her son
back so we can bring him up
together.’

For Mr Underwood, such words
must pierce to the marrow. For
her own part, the Mail has learned
that Merete is planning an appeal.
Whether she uses her time in jail
to summon remorse for her
shameful accusations is some-
thing we can only guess at.  
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