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amateur porn star and former strip-
per – has been stalking victims for
13 years since he first started work-
ing as a London cabbie.

He ruthlessly exploited the ‘safe’
image of the black taxi cab – and,
using the name ‘Tony’, charmed
women with offers of cut-price rides
home and champagne. 

Police base their estimate of 500-
plus victims on the fact that Wor-
boys worked seven nights a week
and is known to have targeted up to
three women per night.

While many will never remember
what happened to them, others
might have been too frightened to
report their ordeal or too embar-
rassed to admit how they were
tricked. 

Detective Inspector Dave Reid,
who ran the investigation, said the
victims had been subjected to
‘frightening, degrading and humili-
ating attacks’.

Police sources said last night that
for every one woman who reports a
sex attack, there are often ten who
do not. A dedicated phone line, 0800
121 4441, was opened last night for
more women to come forward.

‘Worboys was like a shark in the
water,’ said a police source. ‘He
would hunt his target down, sepa-
rate them from the person who
could protect them and start his
charm offensive. For some reason,
he seems to have a hatred of drunk
women.’

The taxi driver, who had no previ-
ous convictions, was found guilty at
Croydon Crown Court of 19 charges
relating to 12 women including one
count of rape and 12 counts of
administering a substance with
intent to stupefy or overpower so as
to enable him to engage in sexual
activity.

He will be sentenced on April 21
and faces a life sentence. In some

I hope black-cab

‘It is clearly 
concerning’

Worboys was arrested a second
time in February 2008. An officer in
Scotland Yard’s central Sapphire
rape unit spotted a report made to
police by a city lawyer on February
5, claiming she had been drugged
and attacked by a London cabbie.

He noticed similarities to other
cases and a full-blown investigation
was launched and a public appeal.
A worker at the Havens rape centre,
who had dealt with the July 2007
case, immediately called police. 

Within minutes, officers raced
round to Worboys’s £650,000 town-

house beside the Thames in
Rotherhithe, South-East London.

He was arrested just hours after
his last attack. That same night, he
had tried to assault two or three
women before snaring his victim.

His ‘rape kit’ was found in the
boot of his other car parked on the
drive of his house including a sex
toy, champagne, wine, spirits, drugs
and drinks glasses. When found
guilty of the rape, Worboys put his
head in his hands, moaned ‘Oh My
God’ and started crying. 

One of the victims to give evi-

dence in the trial was 20-year-old
student Carrie Symonds. She was
drugged by Worboys but believes
that she escaped being sexually
attacked. She says she is too terri-
fied ever to get in a black cab again.

Waiving her anonymity yesterday,
she said: ‘He puts you in a position
where you feel indebted to him for
giving you a lift and you can’t tell
him to get lost. He seems like he’s
doing you a favour. He’s a profes-
sional conman. I would never
accept a drink from someone nor-
mally.’ Worboys’s latest girlfriend

Kathy Martin, 44, said: ‘I knew he
was guilty once the police had spo-
ken to me. There’s a lot of the truth
that only he knows.’

But a woman named Wendy, who
cleaned for Worboys at the Rother-
hithe house, is still taken in by his
charm. She said: ‘He would always
tell me to be careful, to take a black
cab. John also told me he would
never pick up drunk women just to
be safe in case he ended up getting
accused of something.

‘He was such a lovely man.’

SARAH CRAIGIE, 32, encountered the evil of John
Worboys in May 2007 after she went to see a former
boyfriend working as a DJ in a West End nightclub.

Miss Craigie, a document controller from Dagenham,
Essex, drank brandy and coke. Just after 3am  she and
her former partner had a ‘blazing row’ .

Walking near Leicester Square she was crying and ‘in
a bit of a state’ when she came across a cab rank and
Worboys asked if she needed a lift.

‘I told him that I needed to get back to Dagenham but
only had £30 on me and that would not be enough,’ she
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just isn’t right – you should
not be drinking. Just take
me home”.’

She recalled that Wor-
boys then became aggres-
sive and replied: ‘Don’t get
out of your f***ing pram – I
only wanted to celebrate
my good fortune with you.’

He drove her home and
Miss Craigie recalled her
relief at seeing her
boyfriend waiting outside
her home. 

‘He literally pulled me
out of the cab.’

Worboys drove off at
speed. Miss Craigie
believes the journey home,
which should have lasted
only 30 minutes, had taken
two hours.

‘The next morning I didn’t
wake up until about mid-
day – which is unusual for
me as I am an early riser
and I felt just dreadful,’ she
went on.

Like other victims of Wor-
boys she described a feel-
ing ‘worse than any hang-
over’ and that ‘my head
felt like it was going to
explode’.

Originally, she decided
not to tell the police until
she later read reports of
the arrest of a cab driver.

‘My mother rang me and
said what I had gone
through that night in May
was the same,’ she added.

‘To be honest I did not
know what they could
have done with my com-
plaint if I had gone to the
police. 

‘I also felt he had not
done anything to me 
sexually at the time but
looking back I felt I could
have been raped if 
circumstances had been
different.’

recalled. 
‘He said, “Don’t worry

darling …. I will get you
home safe.’

Within five minutes of the
journey starting, Worboys
had asked her why she was
crying and if she had a
boyfriend. Miss Craigie –
who admits she was drunk
– poured her heart out.

‘It was then he said he
had enjoyed a great day
and had won thousands of
pounds at the races,’ she
said.

‘He asked me if I wanted
to have a drink to cele-
brate. By that time I had
really had enough alcohol
but he offered me vodka,
champagne, wine – he said
he had anything I wanted
to drink.

‘I said I would have a soft
drink and after a while he
passed me a can of Coke.
After that the journey
became a blur. Within
about 20 minutes I was
feeling really nauseous
and drowsy. I was just dizzy
and feeling so out of it.’

Miss Craigie rang a friend
who advised her to text
her boyfriend. She remem-
bers little else until she
woke up somewhere near
home. ‘The driver said he
needed to go to the toilet
and he got out of the cab
and was away for a few
minutes,’ she added. 

‘The next thing I remem-
ber was him being in the
back of the taxi with me.
He had a white plastic car-
rier bag full of cash – I have
never seen so much
money–  and he was sip-
ping champagne from a
glass.

‘He then came towards
me – really close and I felt
very intimidated and vul-
nerable. 

‘Worboys just kept on
invading my personal
space and it was then I
then got angry.

‘ I shouted at him, “This
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cases he even went into the home of
his victim and he is linked to
attacks in Surrey and Dorset, where
he has a flat near Poole. 

Worboys’s ex-wife Jean Clayton,
51, who was beaten throughout
their marriage, told the Mail: ‘I
hope he now rots in hell for what he
did to me and to those poor
women.’

She also revealed that following
her divorce from Worboys in 1999,
her daughter from a previous mar-
riage, Carrie-Ann, told her how Wor-
boys would sneak into her room
when she was 12 or 13 and try to
molest her.

Worboys was first arrested in July
2007 after a student reported a sex
attack in South-East London. 

But a shambolic subsequent
inquiry meant the investigation was
discontinued and he was left free to
attack over and over again until he
was caught in February last year.

In a second, equally appalling
blunder after an attack in Decem-
ber 2007, officers failed to send
another victim’s semen stained
trousers for forensic analysis. Had
they done they would have found
Worboys’s DNA on the national
database.

The IPCC said it is considering
whether any individual officer
should face criminal or misconduct
charges after the Met referred the
issue.

Deborah Glass, of the IPCC, said:
‘It is clearly concerning that despite
the Metropolitan Police arresting
Worboys in the summer of 2007, he
went on to attack more women.’

Scotland Yard is conducting an
urgent review into how allegations
of rape and serious sex assault are
dealt with. Despite recent improve-
ments, rape still has a woefully low
conviction rate of just six per cent.
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