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John Walker: ‘Manipulative and cold-hearted’ Glenda Walker: Blasted at breakfast table

close to Mrs Gooch
and her husband Ted,

74, the club’s founders
and mainstays. Soon the two

couples were going on holiday
together.
But for Walker, the slender and

gracefully ageing Mrs Gooch, proved
too much of a temptation.

The pensioners at the club noticed
nothing, but by 1998 Walker and Mrs
Gooch had fallen into a passionate
affair. The private detective hired by
Mrs Walker photographed them
leaving an allotment shed where
they had romped on sacks of pota-
toes and also caught them cavorting
on the beach at Felixstowe where
they had been sharing a sleeping bag
sheltered by a wind-break.

After Mrs Walker discovered the
truth, the couple slept in different
beds and ate in different rooms.
They met only in the kitchen.

Walker told the court his wife
insisted he divide the house, which
he did with plasterboard walls. He

said she promptly changed her mind
and told him to tear it down.

He also told the court she had
assaulted him throughout their 
marriage, kicking him in the shins,
hitting him in the face, and pushing
him down stairs, saying she could
not cope with his logical arguments.
He said he never retaliated.

They went on a romantic trip to
Paris. It failed when he ventured into
her bed. ‘She rejected me,’ he told
the jury. ‘She said I was treating her
like a prostitute.’

He sobbed to the court that she
had launched into long tirades
against him, using foul language to
describe his affair, promising to strip
him of everything and ensure none
of his friends, children, or grand-
children would see him again.

It was after Mrs Walker began 
proceedings which would lead to the
division of their property that he lost
control. One morning, immediately
after their separate breakfasts in
Meadow Cottage, he said his wife

began shouting at  him again.  
‘She just seemed to be wanting to
goad me, and to gloat,’ he said.
‘She’d told me, “You may be intelli-
gent, but I’ve become streetwise”.

‘I felt trapped, like a mouse caught
by a cat and being played with.’

Walker took from its cabinet a 
single-barrel shotgun which he kept
for shooting rabbits and killed his
wife from point-blank range.

H ORRIFIC injuries to her
hands and arms showed
she had tried to protect
herself.

It was 20 minutes later, after a
stroll  around his garden, that 
he dialled 999 and said: ‘Oh hello, 
my name is Walker.  I  have just 
committed a murder.’

In court he claimed depression led
to his violent action and argued he
was only guilty of manslaughter. But
detective inspector Jim Keeble, who

directed the investigation, said: ‘You
can tell his controlling nature by the
fact that after his affair he drew up a
contract with his wife. This isn’t 
Hollywood, it’s Suffolk. And you can
tell by his 999 call that he’s very calm
and calculating. He had an estate
worth at least £1million and looked
like losing it.’

A police source said that the ball-
room mistress, initially reluctant to
confirm her affair, eventually did so.

When Mrs Gooch was approached
by the Daily Mail at her detached
bungalow in Ipswich, she refused to
comment. Her husband seemed
bewildered by the sudden interest in
their lives. The couple have just 
celebrated their golden wedding.

Walker’s children, Jane and solici-
tor Adrian, a partner at the London
firm Lovells, are devastated.

While Jane gave evidence against
her father, Adrian put up £80,000 bail
for him.
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960 DIGITAL CAMERA
• 5 Megapixel camera resolution
• 3.1 Megapixel sensor • 4cm display
• 4x digital zoom • Was £129.98 • 374273

£98.99SAVE 
OVER £30

CX3200 ALL-IN-ONE
• Print, copy and scan • 5760 optimised print DPI
• 14ppm colour, 14ppm mono  • Edge to edge
printing • 367391

£99.99

5850 WIRELESS 
NETWORK PRINTER

• Photo quality printer • Wireless 802.11B and 
wired ethernet ready • 21ppm mono, 15ppm colour 
• 4800 x1200 print DPI  • Was £199 • 375852    

£149SAVE £50
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