
Turn your back on
back pain with the
Tempur® Mattress.

Diane Morley-Ham

60 NIGHT MONEY 
BACK GUARANTEE!

The TEMPUR® Mattress can 
be tried in your own home for 60

nights for an initial instalment. 
If, after those 60 nights you 

do not feel the full benefit of 
the TEMPUR® Mattress we 

will refund your instalments*.

Or send coupon to Tempur UK Ltd, FREEPOST NATW312, Poole, Dorset BH12 4XA.
0800 616135

Get the best night’s sleep of
your life or your money back!*

ORDER NOW ON FREEPHONE

As a successful business woman and busy
mother, Diane was devastated when, just 
lifting her shopping out of a supermarket 
trolley, she was left with a badly slipped disc.

Even after rest and lots of specialist advice, 
what followed were years of pain and 
discomfort and very little sleep.

Sound familiar?

Well, thankfully Diane was recently
introduced to the revolutionary

TEMPUR® Mattress. Already used by
millions of similar sufferers worldwide,

it’s made from a unique pressure
relieving material that actually

moulds to the shape of the body
giving constant, even support

throughout the night.

At last, relief from all 
that pain and the best

sleep of her life!

To resolve her long-term problem, Diane has 
also undergone groundbreaking spinal surgery

enabling her to return to a full and active life. 

But she still sleeps on her TEMPUR®

Mattress. She wouldn’t change it 
for the world!

If you suffer from back pain, 
take Diane’s advice and try 

the TEMPUR® Mattress 
with our 60 night money 

back guarantee.

Quote ref
DMH/DM/2703

Mr/Mrs/Miss/Ms Initial Surname

Address

Postcode

Telephone

E-mail

Send to: 
Tempur UK Ltd, 

FREEPOST NATW312 
Poole, BH12 4XA

Please send me details on the TEMPUR® Mattress & Pillow

*Delivery charge is not refundable.

FREE VIDEO 
& SAMPLE

15
YEAR

Limited
Guarantee

Tempur’s unique heat sensitive material
literally moulds itself to your body!

● Pressure relief  
● Reduces stress   
● Better quality sleep
● Relieves sciatic pain   
● Hypo-allergenic   
● Relieves back pain 

and aching joints   
● Can help to relieve 

arthritic and rheumatic 
conditions   

● Superior comfort to 
sprung, water or air 
mattresses

See us on
STAND 3G55
DAILY MAIL
IDEAL HOME

SHOW
11TH MARCH 
TO 4TH APRIL

“I did and 
I’ve never 

looked back!”

DMH/DM/2703
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Ballroom killer’s
T

HEY sailed effortlessly
across the dance floor
as if they were one.
But behind the nimble
f o o t w o r k  o f  J o h n

Walker and Jackie Gooch lay a
story of marital infidelity that
was destined for a brutal and
bloody end.

As their spouses watched the
dance partnership flourish, away
from the ballroom it was blossom-
ing in other ways.

In spite of their advancing years
Walker, in his mid-sixties, and Mrs
Gooch, in her early seventies, were
pursuing a passionate affair at loca-
tions as diverse as an allotment shed
and behind a wind-break on a gusty
beach in East Anglia.

It eventually led to the horrific shot-
gun murder by Walker of his wife
Glenda at the breakfast table of
Meadow Cottage, their £700,000 home
in Great Bealings, Suffolk.

The jury which convicted him yester-
day was not told the identity of the
other woman. But today the Mail can
tell the full story of the ill-starred
romance between a retired scientist
and the mistress of his ballroom 
dancing club.

Walker had returned to dancing after
suggesting to his wife Glenda that
they rekindle the activity that brought
them together four decades earlier.

It was a desperate attempt to save a
41-year marriage that was struggling,
not least due to an intellectual gulf
with his wife that Walker frequently
drew attention to.

But after a hysterectomy and a heart
bypass, Mrs Walker was trailing physi-
cally as well as intellectually, and
increasingly had to sit out the dances.

Her place was swiftly taken by Mrs
Gooch, who had run the club in an
Ipswich community centre for decades
with her husband, Ted.

Judging  by the wistful remark she
made to a childhood friend, it may be
that Mrs Walker had suspicions from
the start. ‘That ballroom mistress has
taught John more than I ever could,’
she said, without explanation.

Eventually, her fears became so strong
that she hired a private detective and
asked her cleaner, Zena Decker, for her
help in keeping tabs on Walker.

When she confronted her husband he
confessed and, in a rather businesslike
episode, they drew up a contract in
which he promised to have no further
contact with Mrs Gooch.

But Mrs Walker’s trust had been
fatally weakened. Suspecting they
were still in touch, she enlisted Mrs
Decker’s help in building a hide in the
woods close to their  home, and
secretly listened in when he went out
to talk to his lover on a mobile phone.
With her fears confirmed Mrs Walker
decided on divorce.

WHEN it dawned on him
that he might lose his
beautiful home, along
with three more proper-

ties they owned, Walker snapped and
killed her.

Glenda grew up in the village of Wye,
Kent, the second oldest of six children
by mechanic Percy Law and gardener
Gladys Law.

After leaving school at 15, she
worked as a chef at Wye Agricultural
College, now Imperial College, and
met star student Walker after a friend
suggested they go ballroom dancing
on a blind date.

They married in 1961 at St Gregory
and Martin Church in Wye, where 
Mrs Walker’s  funeral was held four
decades later.

But her family always had doubts
about Walker.  Her brother Peter 
said: ‘He seemed arrogant, with his 
nose stuck in the air as if he thought
everyone else was below him.’

The couple moved to Suffolk soon
after marrying. His career as a scien-

By Neil Sears
and Charlotte Gill

GRANDFATHER John Walker was last
night beginning a life sentence for shoot-
ing his wife dead over the breakfast table.

A jury at Ipswich Crown Court took just one
hour and 20 minutes to convict him of murder,
rejecting his plea of diminished responsibility
through depression.

Walker, 66, a retired scientist, claimed that
Glenda, his wife of 41 years, enraged by his
affair with a woman they knew through ballroom
dancing, had threatened to strip him of 
everything and publicly disgrace him.

Judge John Devaux told him: ‘You are a
manipulative, hypocritical, deceitful and cold-
hearted man.You are utterly selfish, giving no
thought for the affect of your actions on your

children and grandchildren. You sought to
blacken the character of your wife and blame
her for the events that culminated in her death.’

Walker paused to zip up his briefcase, put on
his scarf and pick up his coat before walking to
the cells without looking at his family.

His daughter Jane, 39 – who is married to 
former England football manager Sir Bobby
Robson’s son Mark – and his son Adrian, 37, a
wealthy London lawyer, left court without 
making a statement. Sir Bobby, who once dined
regularly with the Walkers, was unavailable 
for comment.

Throughout the four-day case, Walker’s 
ballroom dancing lover remained anonymous.
But today the Mail can reveal her identity – and
tell the full story of how their doomed affair.

tist for German firm BASF flourished,
while she worked at a register office.
Cracks started to show when Walker
refused to spend money. 

Peter Law said: ‘He was stingy. She
would always have to drive a worn out
old banger because he would not
spend money on a car for her. He was
stingy with holidays too, insisting
they stayed at our sister Janet’s in
Germany so they could save money.

‘He was passionate about walking
too and would go striding off leaving
Glenda behind.’

Walker’s first known infidelity came
when he met a woman on a language
course in Germany. Police discovered
references to it in the meticulous
notes he kept on his life.

He pleaded that he had sex with the
woman no more than twice, but Mrs
Walker took years to forgive him.

After he retired in the early 1990s, by
which time they owned Meadow 
Cottage, another home in Wye, and
two houses in Suffolk which they
rented out, Walker threw himself into
community activities.

He became a leading figure in the
Suffolk Wildlife Trust, compiling an
authoritative study of the county’s
hedgerows, joined a yacht club and
became secretary of the local branch
of  the Royal  National  Li feboat 
Institution. Mrs Walker, keen on 
knitting and needlework, shared few
of his interests.

After his arrest, Walker told police
how his wife’s ill health and intellectual
limitations frustrated him, saying: ‘This
may sound arrogant, but it’s a fact –
I’ve got a first class degree and my wife
had no qualifications whatsoever.’

Ballroom dancing was intended to
bridge the gulf.

In the mid-1990s they joined the
club at the Sidegate Lane neighbour-
hood centre in Ipswich, paying the £5
annual membership fee, turning up
every Wednesday for £1.50 lessons and
attending the monthly social dances.

Walker became a management com-
mittee member, and grew increasingly

Romps in
the potato
shed, a
showdown
with his
wife, then
murder at
breakfast
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