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artful codgers

museum dismissed a work as a
fake, they would try another. In
1991, the Greenhalghs claimed to
have discovered the Risley Park
Lanx, a silver Roman plate worth
£1million. 

Fragments of it had been dug up
in 1729 and then disappeared. But
the family said they had found
them and welded them together. 

It was eventually sold to two
wealthy Americans for £100,000 who
donated it to the British Museum
and where it was on display until
the forgery was uncovered.

The family went on to success-
fully sell two busts, including one
of U.S. President Thomas Jeffer-
son, purportedly by the sculptor
Horatio Greenough, through
Sotheby’s for £160,000, as well as a
missing Barbara Hepworth terra-
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cotta goose, to the Henry Moore
Institute in Leeds, for £3,000.

Greenhalgh Snr also tried to con
the Tate Modern, London, into
buying a carved stone head which
he claimed his grandmother had
said: ‘was by a chap called Moore
who became famous’.

The Greenhalghs also forged a
clutch of paintings by Lowry. They
copied letters from the artist they
found in archives, inserted their
own names and claimed to be
great friends of his.

Olive Greenhalgh, 83, told buyers
that Lowry had given them to her
as a gift on her 21st birthday. 

Although the Lowry Museum
realised one work, called the Meet-
ing House, was a fake, the family
eventually managed to sell it for a
few thousand. It ended up in a

Kent auction house with an asking
price of £70,000.

However, in 1999 the Greenhal-
ghs embarked on their most dar-
ing forgery – the Armarna Princess.

TO MAKE their ruse appear
genuine, the family bought a
catalogue for an antiques sale
in 1892 which detailed the

contents of Silverton Park, the
stately home of the 4th Earl of
Egremont, a well known collector
of Egyptian artefacts.

The Armarna Princess, a 20-inch
statue of the daughter of Pharaoh
Akhenaten and Queen Nefertiti,
the mother of King Tutankhamun,
was among the items listed for sale.

Greenhalgh Jnr set about care-

fully crafting the sculpture, using
basic DIY tools and making it look
old by coating it in a mixture of tea
and clay. When arrested, he said he
had ‘knocked it up’ in three weeks.
His father meanwhile set about
conning the Bolton Museum.

Appearing innocent, he inquired
whether the artefact, which he
claimed had been in his family for
100 years, was worth the £500 he
had been advised and said he was
thinking about using it as a garden
ornament.

Experts at the British Museum
and Christie’s who examined the
statue could not believe their find.
Assuming Greenhalgh Snr was a
‘nice old man who had no idea of
the significance of what he owned’,
they told him he had a very valu-
able piece they wanted to buy for

£440,000. Of course, Greenhalgh
Snr gladly took the cash. 

But, by then, their time was run-
ning out. In November 2005 the
family tried to sell three marble
stone reliefs, apparently worth
around £300,000, purportedly from
the Assyrian Palace of Sen-
nacherib and dating back to
681BC, to the British Museum.

Greenhalgh Snr claimed they had
been in his family since childhood.

But the relief, which showed a sol-
dier and horses, had a cuneiform
inscription. The hieroglyphic-style
writing, experts noted, had the sign
KI, which lacked a single diagonal
wedge at the top. 

They said such a mistake would
never have been permitted on 
a piece destined for the eyes of 
the king. 
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