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S far as their neighbours
were concerned, Olive Green-
halgh and her wheelchair-
bound husband, George,
were much like any other
elderly couple, living out their

years quietly in their council house.
But behind the door of their shabby

terrace home, the unassuming pair
were masterminding Britain’s biggest
conspiracy of fake art and antiquities
worth a staggering £10million.

From their garden shed, the couple,
together with their son, Shaun Green-
halgh, 47, ran a cottage industry in forged
sculptures, paintings and ancient arte-
facts for almost two decades.

Using elaborate cover stories, thought
up after painstaking art history research,
the family, who lived off state benefits,
fooled experts across the world into
believing that they had inherited valuable
and famous works.

The fakes, many of them ancient or miss-
ing pieces lost to history, included paint-
ings by L S Lowry, S J Peploe and sculp-
tors Henry Moore and Barbara Hepworth.
Their emergence generated much excite-
ment in the art world.

Created by Greenhalgh Jnr, a talented
artist, they were sold by his 84-year-old
father. He persuaded experts from some of
the country’s most famous museums, such
as the British Museum and the Tate Mod-
ern, as well as auction houses Bonhams,
Christie’s and Sotheby’s, into paying hun-
dreds of thousands of pounds for them.

By far their most audacious and success-
ful con was recreating a 3,300-year-old
Egyptian statue called the Armarna
Princess, which they sold to the Bolton
Museum for almost £440,000 in 2003. 

The fake marble bust, largely paid for by
the taxpayer via a Government grant, was
so convincing it was on display for three
years and seen by thousands of tourists
before anyone realised it was a fake.

The fraudsters, who have no background
in art, were only rumbled when they pre-
sented three seventh-century BC Assyrian
stone reliefs worth £500,000 to the British
Museum in 2005. An expert noticed that
there was a spelling mistake in the ancient
writing and called in police.

By then the trio had secured as much as
£850,000 over 17 years.

However, they were not seduced by any
trappings of their wealth, instead choos-
ing to stay in their council house in Bolton.

Detectives from Scotland Yard’s Art and
Antiques Unit, who raided the couple’s
address in March last year, discovered

The £10m   
How two
OAPs with
a forgery
factory in
a council
house shed
churned out
statues and
paintings
that fooled
the experts
for 17 years

A TALENTED artist who master-
minded Britain’s biggest art and
antiquities fraud with the help of his
elderly parents was jailed for
almost five years yesterday.

Shaun Greenhalgh, 47, faked paint-
ings, sculptures and artefacts worth
up to £10million in the garden shed
of the council house in Bolton he
shared with his 84-year-old father,
George and mother, Olive, 83.

In total, the conspiracy secured
them around £850,000, although
experts estimated that they could
have earned as much as £10million
had all their creations gone to sale.

Shaun Greenhalgh, who created
the works of art from rare stone and
replica metal and glass, was sen-
tenced at Bolton Crown Court to
four years and eight months. His
mother was given a 12-month sus-
pended sentence.

George Greenhalgh, salesman for
the conspiracy, cut a frail figure yes-
terday and the judge deferred his
sentence for medical reports. All
three had admitted conspiracy to
defraud and conspiracy to conceal
proceeds of a sale. 

Here, we chronicle the unlikely
saga of the garden shed gang …

Partnership: George Greenhalgh is wheeled
into court by his son Shaun yesterday
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Hilton Edinburgh Airport £65.50
Hilton Aberdeen Treetops £84.50
Hilton Edinburgh Grosvenor £89.50
Hilton Hotel�Casino Isle of Man £106.50
Hilton Glasgow Grosvenor £127.00
Hilton Belfast £129.50
Caledonian Hilton, Edinburgh £139.50
Hilton Glasgow £144.00
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Hilton Dublin €181.00
Hilton Limerick NEW €189.00

FOR A COUNTRYSIDE BREAK
Hilton Coylumbridge, Aviemore £59.50
Hilton Templepatrick Hotel 
& Country Club, Belfast £79.50
Hilton St Anne’s Manor, 
Royal Berkshire £84.50
Hilton Avisford Park Hotel 
& Golf Club, Arundel £99.50
Hilton Craigendarroch, 
Royal Deeside, Scotland £104.50
Hilton Puckrup Hall Golf Club
& Spa, Tewkesbury £104.50
Hilton Dunkeld House, Scotland £117.50

AIRPORT HOTELS – 0ne night airport stopovers for two people, including breakfast
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LONDON
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Hilton London Hyde Park £118.00
Hilton London Green Park £128.50
Hilton London Metropole £134.00
Hilton London Tower Bridge £137.50
Hilton London Heathrow Airport £145.00
the trafalgar £199.50
The Waldorf Hilton £199.50
London Hilton on Park Lane £204.50

SOUTHERN ENGLAND & WALES
Hilton Basingstoke £51.00
Hilton Newbury Centre £59.50
Hilton Newbury North £59.50
Hilton Portsmouth £59.50
Hilton Bracknell £62.50
Hilton Newport £64.50
Hilton Croydon £67.50
Hilton Swindon £69.50
Hilton Cobham £70.50
Hilton Maidstone £71.50
Hilton Bristol £74.50
Hilton Dartford Bridge £77.50
Hilton Watford £77.50
Hilton Southampton £84.50
Hilton Bath City £109.50
Hilton Brighton Metropole £112.00
Hilton Cardiff £140.50

CENTRAL & NORTHERN ENGLAND
Hilton East Midlands Airport £55.00
Hilton Leicester £55.00
Hilton Bradford £59.50
Hilton Coventry £59.50
Hilton St Helens £59.50
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given time and can only be booked within 3 to 20 days of arrival. Prices are per room per night based
on 2 adults sharing a twin/double room for a minimum of 2 consecutive nights. 1 night non-refundable
deposit required at time of booking, bookings are non-changeable. Rooms also available for bookings
21 days or more in advance. #Up to 2 kids aged up to 18 stay in your room for free. Second room for
kids aged up to 18 can be booked half price – offer does not apply at Hilton Dunkeld House. 
All children aged up to 10 years can eat and drink for free in at least one hotel operated restaurant.
At some hotels certain rooms may carry a supplement for families, please check at time of booking.
Kids stay and eat free offer does not apply at Hilton Coylumbridge, Aviemore. †Late checkout is
subject to availability at Hilton London Metropole and Hilton Coylumbridge, Aviemore. Terms and
conditions apply, visit hilton.co.uk/dailymail for full terms and conditions.
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scores of sculptures, paintings and arte-
facts hidden in wardrobes, under their bed
and in the garden shed.

Officers also recovered specialist stone,
including marble, black limestone, sand-
stone and alabaster, and reproduction
Roman glass and precious gold and silver,
which Greenhalgh Jnr used to create the
forgeries.

Although officers recovered 20 items,
they believe there could be as many as 100
fakes worldwide in the hands of unsus-
pecting art lovers.  If genuine, all the items
they made would be worth £10million.

On his arrest Greenhalgh Jnr, who cre-
ated most of his fakes from pictures in art
books, boasted he could knock out a copy
of a Thomas Moran – an American water-
colour artist, who was born in Bolton – in
half an hour. 

He sold at least six or seven for around
£10,000 each, claiming a former mayor of

Bolton had given them to an ancestor who
worked for him as a cleaner.

Bolton Crown Court heard that the con-
spiracy began in the autumn of 1989 when
Greenhalgh Snr tried to con experts at
Manchester University into believing a
small silver vessel, containing a piece of
wood – which he claimed to have found in
a park in Preston – was in fact a missing
Anglo Saxon artefact, known as the
Eadred Reliquery. 

He claimed the vessel dated back to the
10th century and that the wood inside was
part of the ‘True Cross’ from Jerusalem.

Although it was examined and found to
be a fake, experts were divided on the
authenticity of the wood and it was even-
tually sold for £100. Despite the small
profit, the family were undeterred.

It was the beginning of a 17-year con, in
which they approached dozens of muse-
ums and auctioneers in the UK. If one
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